Program

Wednesday 7 October
13.00-15.00 Board meeting
13.00-16.00 Initiatives / Working groups*
16.30-17.30 Lahti Museum of Visual Arts Malva*
17.30-19.30 Malski, mingle & light dinner*
Thursday 8 October
8.30-9.00 Registration & morning mingle
9.15-9.45 Welcome
9.45-10.30 Collective keynote:
Future reformer capabilities
10.30-11.00 Coffee & mingle
11.00-11.45 Campus tour
11.45-12.45 Lunch
12.45-14.15 Tour de Schools
Leadership
Head of programs
Coordinators & administration
Research, RDI & doct. students
Technical & workshop
Teachers
14.15-14.45 Coffee & mingle
14.45-16.15 Sessions
Initiating the Cirrus manifesto
Reforming through protopia
Al in design education
Reverse mentoring
Interdependence
16.15-18.30 Discussions & initiatives
or sauna & relaxing
19.00 Dinner Party
Friday 9 October
9.00-10.20 Panel discussion:
How does Al reform the creative field?
10.20-10.50 Coffee & mingle
10.50-11.30 Sharing ideas & reflections
11.30-12.15 Light lunch
12.15-13.40 Cirrus Assembly
13.40-14.00 Closing words
14.00-16.00 Lahti culture excursions*

Architecture walk, Ski Jumping Tower,

Lahti Ski Museum

*Optional by registration
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Talks

Thursday 9.45-10.30,
Auditorium 3

Collective keynote
— Future reformer capabilities

This collective keynote by the Design for Futures
research group members discusses the planetary
boundaries for design, and the requirement for
strong sustainable and increasingly regenerative
design. Operating within planetary boundaries
requires a shift from problem solving to future-
oriented systems reforming and a turn from human-
driven design towards more-than-human
understandings of agency, value and care.
Accordingly, design education needs to consider
what it takes to cultivate a new generation of
imaginative, future literate, collaborative and
enabling reformers.

Keynote: Jenni Niemela-Nyrhinen, Mirja
Kalvidinen, Aino Vepsélainen

Friday 9.00-10.20,
Auditorium 3

Panel discussion
- How does Al reform the creative field?

As students move from education into professional
practice, the ability to work with Al is no longer
optional - it is a fundamental working-life skill. This
panel discussion brings together perspectives from
the Cirrus Network to explore how higher education
is responding to this shift in a responsible, ethical
and future-oriented way.

Looking specifically at creative fields, the panel
examines how Al is reshaping creative processes,
professional roles and expectations. Rather than
framing Al as a threat to creativity, the discussion
asks how creative work is changing, where human
expertise remains essential, and how roles within
design and other creative disciplines are likely to
evolve. What kinds of new competencies are
emerging, and what may be fading away?

Host: Paulo Dziobczenski
Panelists: Antero Kivikoski, Teemu Leinonen,
Olli Seppala, Erin Lewis

Sessions

Thursday 14.45-16.15

Reforming together
- Initiating the Cirrus manifesto

The session explores the role of future
reformers in times of social, ecological, and
institutional transformation, not only as critics
of existing systems, but as active agents in
creating new conditions for change.

We will ask: what must change for meaningful
change to become possible? Through
discussion and collaborative drafting, the
session aims to develop a manifesto for the
Cirrus Network that challenges entrenched
structures, fosters new forms of
collaboration, and reimagines how systemic
transformation can emerge across
institutions and society.

Nature of session: Discussion-based

Ruth-Helene Melioranski A246.4

Methods for viable futures
- Reforming through protopia

The session proposes futures methods that
proposed methods to envision realizable
protopia futures to advance design and
lifestyles that stay within planetary boundaries.
The proposed methods support both ideation
without path dependency on old systems and
solutions, and take the planetary boundaries
and positive vitality of planetary life into
consideration. Protopia represents especially
the second horizon from the Three Horizons of
futures thinking as it demonstrates the
possibilities of realizable, positive futures in the
urgency of needs for sustainable transition.

Nature of session: Hands-on,
discussion-based

Mirja Kéalvidginen, Charlotte Korhonen,
Paula Nurminen A246.2

Al in design
education
and practice

This session explores how artificial
intelligence is reshaping the work of
designers and what that means for design
education. Participants will engage with a
central question: how should design
teachers and students embrace Al in their
practice? The session will examine how
these technologies are challenging
designers’ professional identity and the
skills they need, and will open space to
discuss the emerging roles and profiles
that are beginning to define the field’s
future.

Nature of session: Hands-on,
discussion-based

Paulo Dziobczenski A246.3

Reverse mentoring
- How to improve
the student experience?

This session invites students to take the lead
as “reformers,” guiding participants through
a structured reverse mentoring experience.
Through facilitated discussions, students
share insights into their everyday lives and
the realities that shape how they engage
with learning through creativity, especially in
design education.

The focus is on helping educators gain a
deeper understanding of students’
perspectives — what supports them, what
challenges them, and how their experiences
extend beyond the classroom. The session
emphasizes honest dialogue and active
listening, positioning students as partners in
building greater awareness and empathy in
design education.

Nature of session: Hands-on,
discussion-based

Maaria Niskala, Heidi Puurtinen,
Jari Heikkila A243

Interdependence
- Between humans,
nature and design

This session explores how humans, nature
and design are connected and influence
each other. Rather than seeing design as
separate from nature, it invites participants
to reflect on how they are already
intertwined.

Through activities, the session creates
space to think about relationships, co-
existence, and designing through
interdependence. The session encourages
diverse perspectives and approaches the
topic with curiosity.

Nature of session: Hands-on,
co-creation

Saara-Maria Kauppi, Miriam Pfeiffer,
Natalia Gonzales A221
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